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In September 1996, fifty-three year old heroin addict Billy Ochoa was sentenced to 326 years in
prison. His crime: committing $2100 worth of welfare fraud. Ochoa was sent to New Folsom
supermax prison, joining thousands of other men who will spend the rest of their lives in California's
teeming correctional facilities as a result of that state's tough Three Strikes law. His incarceration
will cost over $20,000 a year until he dies.
Hard Time Blues weaves together the story of the growth of the American prison system over the
past quarter century primarily through the story of Ochoa, a career criminal who grew up in the
barrios of post-World War II L.A. Ochoa, who had a long history of non-violent crimes committed to
fund his drug habit, who cycled in and out of prison since the late 1960's, is a perfect example of
how perennial misfits, rather than blood-soaked violent criminals, make up the majority of America's
prisoners. This is also the story of the burgeoning careers of politicians such as former California
Governor Pete Wilson, who rose to power on the "crime issue." Wilson, whose grandfather was a cop
murdered by drug-runners in early twentieth century Chicago, scored a stunning come-from-behind
re-election victory in 1994. In so doing, he came to epitomize the 1990s tough-on-crime politician.
Award-winning journalist Sasha Abramsky uses immersion reportage to bring alive the political
forces that have led America's prison and jail population to increase more than four fold in the past
twenty years. Through the stories of Ochoa, Wilson, and others, he explores in devastating detail
how the public has been manipulated into supporting mass incarceration during a period when
crime rates have been steadily falling. Hard Time Blues deftly explores the War on Drugs, the
Rockefeller Laws, the growth of the SuperMax Prisons, the climate of fear that led to laws such as
Truth-in-Sentencing, and how the stunning repercussions of imprisoning two million citizens affect
all of America.
In the tradition of J. Anthony Lukas's Common Ground and Melissa Fay Greene's The Temple
Bombing, Abramsky explores this new and dangerous fault-line in American society in a dramatic
and compelling manner. From the opening courtroom scene through the final images behind the
electrified fences of the nation's toughest, meanest prisons, Abramsky paints a grimly intimate
portrait of the players and personalities behind this societal earthquake. Hard Time Blues combines
a sense of history with a powerful narrative, to tell a story about issues and people that leads us to
understand how The Land of the Free has become the world's largest prison nation.
In September 1996, fifty-three year old heroin addict Billy Ochoa was sentenced to 326 years in
prison. His crime: committing $2100 worth of welfare fraud. Ochoa was sent to New Folsom
supermax prison, joining thousands of other men who will spend the rest of their lives in California's
teeming correctional facilities as a result of that state's tough Three Strikes law. His incarceration
will cost over $20,000 a year until he dies.
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barrios of post-World War II L.A. Ochoa, who had a long history of non-violent crimes committed to
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prisoners. This is also the story of the burgeoning careers of politicians such as former California
Governor Pete Wilson, who rose to power on the "crime issue." Wilson, whose grandfather was a cop
murdered by drug-runners in early twentieth century Chicago, scored a stunning come-from-behind
re-election victory in 1994. In so doing, he came to epitomize the 1990s tough-on-crime politician.
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Rockefeller Laws, the growth of the SuperMax Prisons, the climate of fear that led to laws such as
Truth-in-Sentencing, and how the stunning repercussions of imprisoning two million citizens affect
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In the tradition of J. Anthony Lukas's Common Ground and Melissa Fay Greene's The Temple
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barrios of post-World War II L.A. Ochoa, who had a long history of non-violent crimes committed to
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Governor Pete Wilson, who rose to power on the "crime issue." Wilson, whose grandfather was a cop
murdered by drug-runners in early twentieth century Chicago, scored a stunning come-from-behind
re-election victory in 1994. In so doing, he came to epitomize the 1990s tough-on-crime politician.
Award-winning journalist Sasha Abramsky uses immersion reportage to bring alive the political
forces that have led America's prison and jail population to increase more than four fold in the past
twenty years. Through the stories of Ochoa, Wilson, and others, he explores in devastating detail
how the public has been manipulated into supporting mass incarceration during a period when
crime rates have been steadily falling. Hard Time Blues deftly explores the War on Drugs, the
Rockefeller Laws, the growth of the SuperMax Prisons, the climate of fear that led to laws such as
Truth-in-Sentencing, and how the stunning repercussions of imprisoning two million citizens affect
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In the tradition of J. Anthony Lukas's Common Ground and Melissa Fay Greene's The Temple
Bombing, Abramsky explores this new and dangerous fault-line in American society in a dramatic
and compelling manner. From the opening courtroom scene through the final images behind the
electrified fences of the nation's toughest, meanest prisons, Abramsky paints a grimly intimate
portrait of the players and personalities behind this societal earthquake. Hard Time Blues combines
a sense of history with a powerful narrative, to tell a story about issues and people that leads us to
understand how The Land of the Free has become the world's largest prison nation.
Hard Time Blues: How Politics Built a Prison Nation

Download:

[PDF] Hard Time Blues: How Politics Built a
Prison Nation.pdf (591 KB)

14-11-2018

3/7

mylifearchitects.com

Similar kindle ebooks:
Gender and Childhood Sexuality in Primary School (Perspectives on Children and Young
People) - By Deevia Bhana
[PDF] Gender and Childhood Sexuality in Primary School (Perspectives on Children and Young
People).pdf

Former au travail social: Vers la professionnalisation, - entre alternance et
accompagnement (Travail du social) (French Edition) - By Camille Thouvenot
[PDF] Former au travail social: Vers la professionnalisation, - entre alternance et accompagnement
(Travail du social) (French Edition).pdf

Moral Stories - By Shabana Kausar
[PDF] Moral Stories.pdf

Violences conjugales : le droit d'être protégée (Santé Social) (French Edition) - By
Ernestine Ronai
[PDF] Violences conjugales : le droit d'être protégée (Santé Social) (French Edition).pdf

Adult Drug and Alcohol Problems, Children's Needs, Second Edition: An Interdisciplinary
Training Resource for Professionals - with Practice and Assessment Tools, Exercises and
Pro Formas - By Joy Barlow
[PDF] Adult Drug and Alcohol Problems, Children's Needs, Second Edition: An Interdisciplinary
Training Resource for Professionals - with Practice and Assessment Tools, Exercises and Pro
Formas.pdf

Rivalry and Revenge: The Politics of Violence during Civil War (Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics) - By Laia Balcells
[PDF] Rivalry and Revenge: The Politics of Violence during Civil War (Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics).pdf

Anthropology Explored, Second Edition: The Best of Smithsonian AnthroNotes - By Ruth
Osterweis Selig
[PDF] Anthropology Explored, Second Edition: The Best of Smithsonian AnthroNotes.pdf

Handbook of Sociology of Aging (Handbooks of Sociology and Social Research) - By
Richard A. Settersten Jr.
[PDF] Handbook of Sociology of Aging (Handbooks of Sociology and Social Research).pdf

Grossesse et alcool: Représentations et appropriations d'une priorité de santé (Logiques
sociales) (French Edition) - By Florence Douguet
[PDF] Grossesse et alcool: Représentations et appropriations d'une priorité de santé (Logiques
14-11-2018

4/7

mylifearchitects.com

sociales) (French Edition).pdf

Ordinal Item Response Theory: Mokken Scale Analysis: 169 (Quantitative Applications in
the Social Sciences) - By Wijbrandt H van Schuur
[PDF] Ordinal Item Response Theory: Mokken Scale Analysis: 169 (Quantitative Applications in the
Social Sciences).pdf

Dying The Way We Lived: Is a Dignified Death Possible For Everyone: Examining
Disparities in End of Life Care - By Jamie Carter
[PDF] Dying The Way We Lived: Is a Dignified Death Possible For Everyone: Examining Disparities
in End of Life Care.pdf

Moral Stories for Kids Part1 - By Shabana Kausar
[PDF] Moral Stories for Kids Part1.pdf

Le travail associatif (Hors collection) (French Edition) - By Maud Simonet
[PDF] Le travail associatif (Hors collection) (French Edition).pdf

Sampling Essentials: Practical Guidelines for Making Sampling Choices - By Johnnie N.
Daniel
[PDF] Sampling Essentials: Practical Guidelines for Making Sampling Choices.pdf

Mein Leben im Frauenhaus (German Edition) - By Filomena De Luca
[PDF] Mein Leben im Frauenhaus (German Edition).pdf

Statistics in Education and Psychology - By R. P. Pathak
[PDF] Statistics in Education and Psychology.pdf

Cherishing All the Children Equally?: Children in Ireland 100 years on from the Easter
Rising - By James Williams
[PDF] Cherishing All the Children Equally?: Children in Ireland 100 years on from the Easter
Rising.pdf

Re-Presenting the Past: Archaeology through Text and Image (Joukowsky Institute
Publication) - By Sheila Bonde
[PDF] Re-Presenting the Past: Archaeology through Text and Image (Joukowsky Institute
Publication).pdf

Genossenschaft innovativ: Genossenschaften als neue Organisationsform in der
Sozialwirtschaft (Sozialwirtschaft innovativ) (German Edition) - By Ingrid Schmale
[PDF] Genossenschaft innovativ: Genossenschaften als neue Organisationsform in der
14-11-2018

5/7

mylifearchitects.com

Sozialwirtschaft (Sozialwirtschaft innovativ) (German Edition).pdf

The Quantum Children: A Parent's Guide for the 21st Century - By Michael Orwig
[PDF] The Quantum Children: A Parent's Guide for the 21st Century.pdf

Lui 20 ans, moi perpétuité (Electrons Libres) (French Edition) - By Laetitia Perret
[PDF] Lui 20 ans, moi perpétuité (Electrons Libres) (French Edition).pdf

Personalarbeit 4.0: Arbeit kompetenzorientiert gestalten. Handbuch für das Sozial- und
Gesundheitswesen (German Edition) - By Annett Herrmann
[PDF] Personalarbeit 4.0: Arbeit kompetenzorientiert gestalten. Handbuch für das Sozial- und
Gesundheitswesen (German Edition).pdf

Libre pour apprendre (Domaine du possible) (French Edition) - By Peter Gray
[PDF] Libre pour apprendre (Domaine du possible) (French Edition).pdf

Wissenschaftliche Weiterbildung im Bezugsrahmen der Bologna-Reform: Eine
soziologische Evaluationsstudie am Beispiel des Masterstudiums «Leitung und
Kommunikationsmanagement» ... of Modern Societies 20) (German Edition) - By Karin
Herzog
[PDF] Wissenschaftliche Weiterbildung im Bezugsrahmen der Bologna-Reform: Eine soziologische
Evaluationsstudie am Beispiel des Masterstudiums «Leitung und Kommunikationsmanagement» ...
of Modern Societies 20) (German Edition).pdf

Islamic Moral Stories for Muslim Kids Part1 - By Shabana Kausar
[PDF] Islamic Moral Stories for Muslim Kids Part1.pdf

The SAGE Handbook of Social Network Analysis - By John P Scott
[PDF] The SAGE Handbook of Social Network Analysis.pdf

VOYAGES TO UTOPIAS: A fictional guide through social philosophy - By Tony Fitzpatrick
[PDF] VOYAGES TO UTOPIAS: A fictional guide through social philosophy.pdf

Being a Support Worker: A Guide to Working with People with Learning Disabilities - By
Rick Jensen
[PDF] Being a Support Worker: A Guide to Working with People with Learning Disabilities.pdf

Clinical Assessment and Diagnosis in Social Work Practice - By Jacqueline Corcoran
[PDF] Clinical Assessment and Diagnosis in Social Work Practice.pdf

14-11-2018

6/7

mylifearchitects.com

Treasures of the Ancients: Recent Discoveries of Ancient Writings in North America - By
Stephen B. Shaffer
[PDF] Treasures of the Ancients: Recent Discoveries of Ancient Writings in North America.pdf

The Struggles of a Kid with ADHD: The Sh*t You Just Don't Understand - By Chris McIntyre
[PDF] The Struggles of a Kid with ADHD: The Sh*t You Just Don't Understand.pdf

14-11-2018

7/7

mylifearchitects.com

